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PREFACE

Traditionally, it is held that Bhagavatpada Sankaracarya has not only written the
Bhasyas on Brahmasiitra, Gita and Upanisads, but also many scholarly small
treatises on Advaita Philosophy. Daksinamurti Stotra is one of these treatises.
It contains only ten verses. It is also held traditionally that Sure$vara has written
a Vartika, a commentary on Daksinamurti Stotra, known as Manasollasa. It is
accepted as one of the five Vartikas, authored by Sure§varacharya. It is strange
that the scholars and historians who are not well aware of tradition, always ques-
tion this notion. In their mind, it is a matter of strong doubt that Sarnkaracarya
has written this small treatise or someone else has. This is indeed a very impor-
tant question to be asked and answered to know the evolution of history of
Indian Philosophy. It could change the whole picture of history of Indian Phi-
losophy. Nowhere in the hymn and in Manasollasa the name of the author is
mentioned. The author is mentioned as Guru or Kavi. I think this is the ground
for all these types of controversies. A long debate is carried on in this connec-
tion by C. Markandeya Sastri and R. B. Amarnath Ray. In the book ‘Sure$vara’s
Contribution to Advaita’ C. Markandeya Sastri, and in an article ‘Daksinamdirti
hymn and Manasollasa’ R. B. Amarnath Ray argues in favor of their stand that
the Daksinamiirti Stotra is not written by Acarya Sankara and it is not a text of
Advaita Philosophy; and also that the Manasollasa is not authored by
Sure$varacarya. C. Markandeya Sastri and R. B. Amarnath Ray are of this opin-
jon that both these texts belong to Kasmira brand of Saivism and are written by
Abhinava Gupta or any his follower. Unfortunately, I could not go through the
pages containing their arguments, due to non-availability of their books. I think,
it could have been a good reading. I could come to know of their arguments in
brief, from the Encyclopedia of Indian Philosophy of Karl H. Potter and through
the snippet pages which are available on Google Book search. Karl H. Potter
writes about this book—

“This brief hymn (Stotra) is held traditionally to have been commented on
by Suresvara in the Manasollasa. If the Manasollasa is actually SureS§vara’s work
we might have reason to accept Samkara’s authorship of the hymn. But as that
ascription is doubtful (See below under SureSvara), and we have no real reason
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to think that Sankara wrote any hymn at all (though we have no particular reason
to think he didn’t either), the matter must be left in suspense.’ (P.P.317, Ency-
clopedia of Indian Philosophy)

Again, writing on Sure$vara, he quotes C. Markandeya Sastry and says—

‘Markandeya Sastry writes: “It is not easy to accept this tradition (that
SureSvara wrote this book) after a perusal of the contents as well as perhaps
language of this book.” He cites R. B. Amarnath Ray’s opinion that the
Daksinamurti hymn itself and this commentary on it are the work of Abhinava
Gupta and his disciple, since the work appears to teach the Kashmir Saiva brand
of idealism. It refers to the thirty six categories of Kashmir Saiva, as well as
other peculiar features of the Pratyabhijna system.” (P.P.50-51, Ibid)

Here it is very clear that Potter himself is not convinced that Daksinamurti
Stotra is written by Sarikara. He wants to put this matter in suspense. There is
another problem too. Potter wants to establish the authority of Sankara on
Daksinamurti Stotra, only if it were proved that SureSvara has actually written
any Vartika i.e. Manasollasa on Daksinamurti Stotra; And in his opinion this
cannot be established. First of all, there is no mention of the name of author in
Manasollasa, so, we do not have any direct proof to establish that SureSvara has
actually written the Manasollasa. The only way to find out the name of the au-
thor of Manasollasa is to deeply consider the thoughts which are expressed in
the book. This is the only way we can decide whether SureSvara has written the
Manasollasa or not. We should thoroughly examine the thoughts of Suredvara.
Only going through the titles and taking a general estimate of the thoughts of
Daksinamurti Stotra and Manasollasa could bring us to a false conclusion.

Sri Ananta Krsna Sastri, who had been one of the greatest Indian Philosophers
of twentieth century, had argued for the enrichment of Advaita Philosophy. He
was indeed an encyclopedic scholar, who had a deep knowledge of almost every
branch of Indian Philosophy. The people who are only acquainted with a general
estimate of one or two branches of Indian Philosophy, many times get confused
and come to a false conclusion. This can be seen in the pages of reputed jour-
nals like JICPR also. It seems to me that Sri Ananta Krsna Sastri wrote a com-
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mentary on Manasollasa, named Manasollasavardhini only to answer these type
of absurd conclusions. Many times what is seen on the surface is not the truth
and what is true is not seen very easily. In Manasollasavardhini, Sri Ananta Krsna
Sastri shows very clearly that why Daksinamiirti Stotra and Manasollasa must
be accepted as texts of Advaita Vedanta written by Acarya Samkara and
SureSvaracarya respectively, not authored by Abhinava Gupta or any other scholar
of Kasmira Saivism. I would not like to put the arguments here, as they are
expressed in Manasollasavardhini.

Sure$varacarya was a pupil of Acarya Sankara, and is held traditionally that
Acarya Sarkara himself directed him to write Vartikas on his Bhasyas.
Suresvaracarya wrote Brhadaranyakopanisad-bhasyavartikam, Tattiriyopanisad-
Bhasyavartikam, Naiskarmyasiddhi, Manasollasavartikam and
Paficikaranavartikam. The reputation of Sure$varacarya is so much that it is
held that what SureS§varacarya has written that is final. It is said in the proverb
that ‘Vartikanta Brahmavidya’.

The author of Manasollasavardhini, Sri Ananta Krsna Sastri was born in the
month of March in 1886 in a village Noorani in the district Palghat in Tamilnadu.
He was a great scholar of Sanskrit Sastras. The name of his father was
Subrahmanyaji Vadhyara. Sri Ananta Krsna Sastri studied in the guidance of
great scholars like Mahamhopadhyaya Paficapagesa Sastri, Venkata Subba Sastri,
Mahamhopadhyaya Kuppusvami Sastri. He taught in Tirupati Sanskrit Colege,
Tirupati, VenkateSvara University, Tirupati (A.P.), and also in Calcutta Univer-
sity, Calcutta (W.B.). He was a very good speaker. He spent his whole life for
the sake of development and enrichment of Vedanta philosophy. He was given
the reward of Sastraratndkara (a rich source of knowledge) by Kafici Kamakoti
Sankaracarya.

He wrote a lot of original books, where we can see the development of polemic
of Advaita Vedanta, which had been started by the great scholar like Sri Harsa
and was carried on by the scholars like Citsukhacarya, Madhustdana Sarasvati
of Advaita Vedanta school and Vyasa Tirtha, Venkatanatha etc. of other schools.
He wrote or edited these books (1)Vivahasamaya-mimamsa (2) Catuhsitri
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(Brahmasitra-Bhasya-Bhamati-Kalpataru-Parimala) (3) Abhidhyana-nirnaya (4)
Sastradipika-Bhiimika (5) Mimansasastrasamgraha (6) Advaitaisddhi with three
commentaries (7) Brahmasitra-Sankara-Bhasya (with Bhamati-Kalpataru-
Parimala) (8) Advaitacintakaustubha (9) Karmapradipa (10) Vedantapribhasa
(with his own commentary Prakasika) (11) Sanatana-Dharma-Pradipa (12)
Advaita-Dipika (13) Vedanta-Raksamani (14) ) Brahmasiitra-Sankara-Bhasya
(with nine commentaries including his own commentary Pradipa) (15)
Nyayamrtadvaitasiddhi (with Tarangini, Laghucandrika etc.) (16) Advaita-
Martanda (A refutation of Vyasasiddhanta-Martanda) (17) Saugandhi-vimarsa
(18) Bhagavadgita Bharatiya-Darsanani ca (19) Prahlada-Caritra (20)
Satabhiisani (21) Advaita-Tattva-Sudha (In two parts and second part contains
two volumes) (22) Prabhakara-Vijaya (23) Sarirakamimansa-Bhasya-Vivarana
(24) Madhva-Candrika (25) Nyaya-Candrika (26) Advaita-Tattva-Siddhi and (27)
Manasollasavardhini (This hitherto unpublished commentary of
Manasollasavartika). Seeing the list of these books one may be surprised but
knowing that among these books there are some very important original writ-
ings like Satabhiisani where he gives answers to the refutations which were put
forward by the great scholar of Visistadvaita Venkatanatha in Satadasani, and
Advaita-Tattva-Sudha, where he refutes the refutations put forward by Dvaita
and ViSistadvaita scolars, one will be more surprised. He wrote Nyaya-Candrika
and Madhva-Candrika to refute the position of Nyaya and Madhva respectively.
Beside the commentary of Manasollasa, Sri Ananta Krsna Sastri also wrote an
introduction of this book. He spent his whole life in service of Advaita Vedanta,
and lastly he had taken Samnyasa and became Advaitananda Sarasvati. In
the year of 1964 on 15th November he was absorbed into supream spirit
Brahman.

The manuscript of this commentary had been in possession of
Mahamandalesvara Svami Mahesananda Giriji, he had directed Sri Ananta Krsna
Sastriji to write this commentary and introduction long back. I am very happy
and thankful to Mahamandalesvara Svami Mahe$ananda Giriji and feel obliged
that he has given me the opportunity to edit this book and bring this jewel in
front of the scholars and students of Indian Philosophy.

Sachchidanand Mishra
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